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	2011 Calendar
March 07 – 11
Materials arrive
March 21 – April 1
Writing Assessment Evaluation 
April 08

Final day for GCA to receive shipments of materials

May 06 – 10

Results arrive in systems
For more information on the Grade 3 Writing assessment visit the Assessment Web site at http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CITestingWA3_WA 
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	The Grade 3 Writing Assessment measures student competency in four writing genres. For each student in a class, teachers collect representative writing samples for each of the four types of writing: narrative, informational, persuasive, and response to literature.  
In the narrative genre, the writer creates an imaginative story or relates a personal experience.  In the informational genre, the writer informs or explains a non-fiction topic incorporating information from resources.  In the persuasive genre, the writer expresses his or her opinion on a subject and uses language to influence the reader to agree. In the response to literature genre, the writer forms and supports a position in response to a specific piece of literature (short stories, biographies, fables, plays, poetry, and chapter books).
Writing samples produced with the teacher’s assistance are appropriate for instruction, but should not be used as assessment samples. The assessment sample is the piece of writing that the student writes independently and the teacher selects for the Grade 3 Writing Assessment. 
Teachers must select one assessment sample per genre for each student. After each genre unit - in which students practice the steps in the writing process - is completed, the teacher gives a writing assignment for the purpose of collecting the assessment sample. 
Because the writing performance levels for each grade three student will be passed on to the grade four teachers for instructional planning, it is essential that the assessment samples reflect what students can do independently.
As a reminder, supply numbers for Spring 2011 will be based upon the October 2010 FTE Count with a degree of overage provided.
SCORING 

Teachers use analytical rubrics to assess student writing in four domains, Ideas, Organization, Style, and Conventions, and provide detailed descriptive information on student writing ability, including three performance levels:  Does Not Meet, Meets, and Exceeds.

Teachers may complete Student Writing Record forms throughout the year identifying each student's performance level in each genre and domain according to the Assessment Guidelines Manual. 

During the last two weeks of March, teachers complete the Individual Student Report and the Summary Report according to the instructions in the Assessment Guidelines Manual. 
Summary Reports must be completed in pencil and sent to the Georgia Center for Assessment (GCA) according to the instructions in the System Coordinator’s Manual. The Individual Student Report should be completed in pen.  The N/A designation is used when the teacher is unable to determine the student’s performance level (e.g., no sample due to recent enrollment, written in language other than English, illegible, illustrations only).
One copy of the Individual Student Report is given to the parent(s)/guardian(s) and one copy is retained in the student's permanent record according to the instructions in the Assessment Guidelines Manual.

The scoring rubrics and writing samples may be retained and forwarded to the grade four teachers to guide individual instruction.

School and system summary reports will be furnished to systems. 

ACCOMMODATIONS

Dictionaries are not allowed on the Grade 3 Writing Assessment to correct spelling with the exception of ELL students who may use a word-to-word translation dictionary if their IEP, IAP, or ELL/TPC Plan indicates the accommodation.

Word processors are allowed at grade 3. All spelling and grammar checks should be disabled. 
Specific Accommodation Types appear in the FOR TEACHER USE ONLY – ACCOMMODATIONS section.  Use the four bubbles to the right of WA to indicate the type of accommodation(s):  S represents setting accommodation; P represents presentation accommodation; R represents response accommodation; and SC represents scheduling accommodation. The types of accommodations may be found in the System and School Test Coordinator’s Manual and the Assessment Guidelines Manual.

Conditional Administration is the new term for a non-standard administration.  Fill in the circle with the letter Y if an administration is Conditional.  Should an individual require a more expansive accommodation, approval must be obtained by the GaDOE at least one month in advance of the administration of the assessment.  Please contact Melissa Fincher at 404-651-9405 regarding such requests. 
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